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What is Operation Tribute to Freedom?

Operation Tribute to Freedom is a Department of Defense program of nationwide celebrations and activities to demonstrate public appreciation for American men and women in uniform and reinforce the bond between the citizenry and the military.  The program's mission is to help Americans express their support for the troops who are returning from operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, and who continue to fight in the ongoing effort toward victory in the Global War On Terrorism.

Mission Statement

· To ensure that members of the U.S. armed forces, whether serving at home or abroad, are recognized by the American people for their accomplishments and sacrifices in the global war against terrorism.
· To facilitate Americans' expressions of support and appreciation for U.S. men and women in uniform.

· To strengthen the bond between American citizens and the U.S. military.

To join the Operation Tribute to Freedom Team and to find out more about how to support the military visit www.defendamerica.mil 
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Join the Team!

Objective:  

To invite Americans, of all ages, to join our Tribute to Freedom Team by being involved in some type of patriotic action to show support for the men and women in the military.

Join the Team Message:

Tell Us What You’ve Done

If you are one of the thousands of Americans who have flown a flag, attended a rally, helped organize a parade, emailed a thank you, or attended a homecoming for a member of America’s military forces, let us know. By doing so, you will officially become part of America’s nationwide Tribute to Freedom.  

Just fill in the information on our website, www.defendamerica.mil  -- click on Operation Tribute to Freedom and then Join the Team.  In recognition of your efforts, and as a token of our deep appreciation, you may print out – and proudly display --  your own official Operation Tribute to Freedom Certificate.

Join the Team FAQ:

Q:
What do I have to do to be on the team?

A:
We recognize and appreciate all acts of support for the men and women in the military.  So whether you fly a flag, write a note, attend a parade or color a patriotic picture, you qualify to be on the Team.  On our website, we have several links to organizations who already have programs in place.

Q:
What is the goal of creating the Team?

A:
We want to connect all of the wonderful people who are, on their own, doing events to pay tribute to freedom and show support for the military.  We want to strengthen the national momentum that is building in every community.

Q:
How long is this campaign?

A:
The Department of Defense is coordinating patriotic events from Memorial Day to Veteran’s Day, but our hope is that the momentum of support for our military will be ongoing.
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Join the Team con’t

Q:
What happens when I join the Team?

A:
You join thousands of people who are committed to keep supporting our men and women in the military.  We also invite you to print off your official certificate of appreciation from General Myers, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Q:
What happens to my information I put on the form?

A:
People’s names and activities will occasionally be posted on the website as examples of types of events and activities that people are doing to support the troops.  No contact information is being requested on the form so we will not be in touch directly with any of the team members.

Q:
How do we find out more about Operation Tribute to Freedom?

A:
Continue to visit www.defendamerica.mil.  We will be updating stories, news and photos about Tribute to Freedom.
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Talking Points

Keeping America free is the responsibility of every American, but no one shoulders a greater share of that responsibility than our men and women in uniform

· Said President Bush: “Our country is united in supporting a great cause – and in supporting those who fight for it.  We will give our men and women in uniform every resource, every weapon, every tool they need to win the long battle that lies ahead.”

· The freedom we enjoy is ours to keep or lose.  It is the duty of every American to ensure that the liberty we inherited from our brave ancestors is passed on to our children and grandchildren. 

· Many of our troops made the highest sacrifice in winning the great struggles of the 20th century – World War I, World II, and the Cold War.  Now we are in the midst of another global struggle against terror.

· The U.S. military responded swiftly after the surprise attacks of September 11th.   Working with coalition partners, our troops ousted a brutal terrorist regime from Afghanistan.  The terrorists are on the run, less able to organize, finance and carry out future attacks on America and the world.

· In Iraq, our military toppled a brutal dictator and ally of terrorists worldwide; we liberated a people, and have put a country on the path to democracy.

· We not only owe these men and women a debt we can never repay, we owe them our active appreciation and support.

Every day, the men and women of the U.S. military voluntarily risk their lives so Americans can live in peace and safety.
· Every day 1.4 million active duty soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines voluntarily put their lives at risk to safeguard our freedom and way of life.  At any given moment, our troops are:

· Flying combat missions in Southwest Asia.

· Providing security and humanitarian and civil affairs support in Iraq.

· Hunting terrorists in the caves of Afghanistan.

· Maintaining ships and submarines across the vast reaches of the oceans.

· Guarding terrorists at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

· Peering into the dark world of terrorism as intelligence analysts.

· Taking care of service members and their families as health care professionals or working on strategies to defeat bioterror here at home. 

· Our active duty members are joined by 1.3 million capable and committed National Guard and Reserve, and nearly 900,000 Selected Reserve who, since September 11, have been patrolling the skies, securing the airports, assisting local police, and providing other services essential to Homeland Security. 

· In addition, nearly 64,000 men and women are preparing to serve as commissioned officers when they graduate from college ROTC or service academies. 

· More than 200, 000 service members enlist every year.  400,000 young people, ages 18 to 22, are on active duty.  Of these, nearly 7,000 are women and 140,000 are minority members. 

· In the military, young people get responsibility fast and develop leadership skills that you can’t get anywhere else – from commanding a platoon in battle to flying an aircraft off the deck of an aircraft carrier in high seas. 

Defending America is not a spectator sport:  Support our troops and Join the Operation Tribute to Freedom Team! 

· We all have a role to play in defending peace and freedom:

· Employers play a critical role in the national defense by supporting the National Guard and Reserve. 

· Our troops enjoy the support of their spouses and children, parents and siblings, friends and neighbors.  They deserve the support of all Americans.

· The war on terrorism will not end until all terrorist networks with global reach are found, stopped and defeated.  Until that day, we must all do our part.

· Go to the Operation Tribute to Freedom web site at www.defendamerica.mil and sign up to support our troops!
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